STATEMENT TO THE CONGREGATION REGARDING XXX, 11/24/’02

You are aware that Mr. & Mrs. XXX, together with their children who remain home under their care, have not been present at worship for an extended period of time.    XXX and XXX have been undergoing severe difficulties in their marriage for many years.  The session has sought to deal with these problems biblically, but has been unable to arrest problems which eventually resulted in their separation.  They have been involved in divorce proceedings for some time.  Their divorce will not be finalized until sometime early in 2003.  Through designated elders the session has continued to counsel both XXX and XXX urging them both to continued fidelity to Christ in the midst of their trials. 
After meeting personally with Pastor Shishko and Elder Warnock on Sunday evening, October 20, on Tuesday, November 12 Mr. XXX came before the Session as his own accuser.  He admitted that he had been involved in immoral sexual conduct with a woman while still married to XXX.    XXX’s action is a violation of the 7th commandment and is an act of adultery against his wife.

The Session’s sorrow over his confession is compounded by our sorrow over the pattern of XXX’s life for an extended period of time.  For over a year, he has not attended upon the public means of grace.  Elder Warnock and Pastor Shishko met with him on November 28, 2001 and called him to specific repentance for this and also called upon him to take the specific steps necessary to win back the affection of his wife.  We also made personal counseling available to him through the services of Pastor Tauriello.  The Session was deeply saddened that XXX did not apply himself to these means given for his change..


In a meeting with both XXX and XXX in April of this year, and by subsequent written communication to them in May, the Session continued to admonish, rebuke and exhort them both to repentance and to greater fidelity to the Lord Jesus Christ.


At this point in time, the Session does not see any marks of true repentance in XXX.  He would not commit himself to taking the necessary steps to get back on the path of faithful Christian obedience, nor would he commit himself to counseling assistance that was again made available to him.  While the Session appreciated that he did not make promises or express false intentions, the Session agreed that he displayed no outward manifestation of having new life in Christ.  Following our meeting with XXX, the Session carefully deliberated regarding the degree of censure that should be pronounced against him.  Because he came before the Session as his own accuser, we were permitted to proceed to such a judgment without the process of a trial.  The session’s goal is to preserve Christ’s honor in the church and also to do what we believe will best work toward XXX’s restoration.

To suspend XXX from the privileges of membership in the church, including admission to the Lord’s Supper, would have been meaningless because he had already been out of church life for well over a year.  The only other censure available to us is excommunication.  By unanimous consent, the Session regretfully concluded that because of XXX’s persistent impenitence with respect to our admonitions and exhortation to him regarding his Christian profession, should there be no repentance in the very near future; the Session will solemnly declare on 12/31/2002 that XXX is no longer considered a member of the body of Christ.

It is still our desire that XXX will bring forth fruits that are in keeping with true Christian repentance.  The Session is looking for two specific areas of evidence that the grace of God is at work in his heart:

1. That he once again attend weekly the means of grace here in the Franklin Square congregation; and

2. That he seek and receive Christian counseling that will help him in making a new beginning.

In short, the Session will be looking for the kind of repentance described in II Corinthians 7:11:  For observe this very thing that you sorrowed in a godly manner: What diligence it produced in you, what clearing of yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what vehement desire, what zeal, what vindication! In all things you proved yourselves to be clear in this matter.”
Should this repentance not be forthcoming, the Session will pronounce the censure of excommunication on December 31, 2002.


The Session urges the members of the congregation to earnestly pray for XXX’s repentance, to the end that he be restored to the house of his heavenly Father.  Should XXX return to the means of grace here in Franklin Square, as we desire and for which we pray, we urge you to receive him in love, and to encourage him to follow the Lord faithfully as he goes through a difficult time of trial.  We remind you of the words of the apostle Paul to the Corinthians regarding their reception of a penitent offender:  “…you ought…to forgive and comfort him, lest perhaps (he) be swallowed up with too much sorrow.  Therefore I urge you to reaffirm your love to him” (II Cor. 2:7,8)

As a Session and congregation, nothing would give us greater joy than to see a work of restoring grace in XXX.  Let us never forget that “There (is) more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance.” (Luke 15:7) XXX’s greatest need right now is to return to a gracious Christ and to a loving congregation.   Let us pray fervently to the King and Head of the Church that He show His grace in XXX’s life, and cause him to return to the Savior and to His people.    
