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“THE REFORMED PASTOR” (Applied Theology 40)

January 8 -10 & 13-15, 2014
Pastor William Shishko, Instructor 

Course Requirements  

I. COURSE DESCRIPTION:  “A study of the day-to-day responsibilities of a local pastor, covering the role of the pastor as administrator, ruler, teacher, counselor, and friend.”   This is now a four credit class.
II. CLASS SCHEDULE:  Classes begin promptly at 9 a.m. and conclude at 6 p.m., with the exception of the last day of the class which ends at 5:00 p.m.  Each day there will be a one hour break for lunch.   On the last day of the class at 3:00 p.m. wives of the students are invited to the seminary to meet with Margaret Shishko (Pastor Shishko’s wife) for discussion related to the subject of the pastor’s wife.   Total class hours are 53, which includes the lunch hour each day.  
III.
READING & SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY

A. Students are expected to read one of the standard pastoral theology volumes listed below, together with  Martin Bucer’s CONCERNING THE TRUE CARE OF SOULS, Richard Baxter’s THE REFORMED PASTOR and Peter Adam’s SPEAKING GOD’S WORDS. i.e. a total of four books.   These volumes must be read within one month of the conclusion of the class. Following completion of the reading of each volume, students are to write a one page paper (double spaced) presenting the most valuable lessons learned from that volume.  These are to be submitted to the instructor at the address given below. 

B. Standard pastoral theology volumes from which to choose for readings:

· Blaikie, William G.  FOR THE WORK OF THE MINISTRY. (J. Nisbet: London, 1896).  A superb, thorough  work by a Scottish Presbyterian.  It is now available from Solid Ground Christian Books.  I cannot recommend it too highly!.
· Bridges, Charles.  THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY.  (reprint, The Banner of Truth).  The excellence of this classic volume is marred only by Bridges’ Anglicanism and the lack of any treatment of elders and pastoral ministry in the context of a plurality of elders. 

· Brown, John, ed. THE CHRISTIAN PASTOR’S MANUAL.  (reprint, Soli Deo Gloria, 1991).  Not a “pastoral theology” as such, but rather a collection of essays by various authors “on the duties, difficulties, and encouragements” of the Christian ministry.  Worthwhile. 

· Fairbairn, Patrick.  PASTORAL THEOLOGY.  (reprint, Old Paths Publications, 1992).  This is not of the caliber of Murphy or Blaikie, but it is still a very good presentation of a Presbyterian approach to pastoral ministry. Full of sage advice. 

· Murphy, Thomas.  Pastoral Theology.  (reprint, Old Paths Publications, 1996).  Murphy was an influential Old School Presbyterian minister in Philadelphia, serving one congregation for over 45 years.  His work teems with practical pastoral wisdom. 

· Owen, John.  THE TRUE NATURE OF A GOSPEL CHURCH in THE WORKS OF JOHN OWEN, Vol. 16, pps. 1 – 237.  (reprint, Banner of Truth Trust, 1968)  Not a pastoral theology in the popular sense of the phrase, but an excellent theological overview of the nature of the Christian church and, particularly, the work of its officers.  Owen is a classic Congregationalist, but most of this material is perfectly applicable to Presbyterian ministry. This material is marked by a rich blend of theological insight and sagacity. You may be able to find it one the used book market as a separately printed volume.  
· Plumer, William S.  HINTS AND HELPS IN PASTORAL THEOLOGY.  (Included with William Taylor’s THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD, reprint. Sprinkle Publications, 2003).  Hiighly recommended by Dr. Willborn.  Be sure to read his Foreword to the Plumer portion of this reprint.)
· Tidball, Derek.  SKILLFULL SHEPHERDS.  (Zondervan, 1986).  For those who prefer a more recent contribution to the subject, this historical and thematic overview by and English Baptist will be interesting and helpful.

IV. OTHER REQUIREMENTS: 

A. All classes must be attended for students to receive the full 4 credits for this course.

B. Within one month of the completion of the classes, students must submit to the instructor a paper of between 5 and 10 pages (double spaced) presenting the student’s philosophy of pastoral ministry.  The paper should be done in a format that is suitable for submission to a presbytery Candidates & Credentials Committee and/or to a local church in which the student is interested in being considered as a candidate.  The paper should include elements such as:

· Your understanding of the pastoral/ministerial office.

· Your proposed weekly pattern for pastoral labors.

· Your view of working with a session, including your understanding of the role of the ruling elders. .

· Your convictions/preferences regarding working with the youth of the church, and other “special ministries” for which your labors may be requested.

· Your view of community involvement.

· Your attitudes regarding working with presbytery and, as called upon, General Assembly. 

V. SUBMISSION OF WORK:  All four reading papers and the “philosophy of pastoral ministry” paper must be submitted to the instructor within one month of the completion of the class.  If using e mail, please send the papers in Word format, and send them to the following address:   shishko.1@opc.org    
      If items are submitted by regular mail, use the following address


William Shishko


65 Weber Ave.


Malverne, NY 11565. 

VI. GRADES:  Grades will be based on the quality of the four reading papers, the quality of the “philosophy of ministry” paper submitted to the instructor, and the average grade of daily quizzes to be given during the class.  Grades will be adversely affected if the papers are submitted late.  Also:  You will be graded down if the grammar of your paper is poor.   I expect the writing quality of men who are training to be skillful in the Word and in the use of words!
