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CHRISTIAN FOUNDATIONS CLASS

Sundays, 9:35 – 10:35 a.m.            Lower Auditorium (Fellowship Hall)

I. PURPOSES OF THE CLASS:

A. To enable one to more systematically understand the Christian faith, and to make a better profession of it to others (see Romans 10:9).

B. To provide an opportunity to get acquainted with others who are interested in the Christian faith and church membership.

C. To prepare one for meaningful and responsible church membership by covering the major areas of Christian faith and life.

II. REQUIRED READING:

Cummings, C. CONFESSING CHRIST (Great Commission Publications)

Cummings, C. THE COVENANT OF GRACE (Great Commission Publications)

DeWitt, J. R. WHAT IS THE REFORMED FAITH?  (Banner of Truth)

Martin, A.N. THE PRACTICAL IMPLICATIONS OF CALVINISM (Banner of Truth)

Miller, J. HAVE YOU EVER WANTED A NEW LIFE?  (PEF)

Schaeffer, F. BAPTISM

Shishko, W.  “What is a Protestant Church?”  (OPC, Franklin Square, NY)

Still, W.  “Thirty Eight Years at Gilcomston” (Banner of Truth reprint)

Wray, D. BIBLICAL CHURCH DISCIPLINE (Banner of Truth)

Wray, D. THE IMPORTANCE OF THE LOCAL CHURCH (Banner of Truth)

                THE WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH (GCP edition)

                WHAT IS THE OPC?  (Committee on Christian Education, OPC)

III. CLASS SCHEDULE:

Important Notes:
1. Be ready to begin promptly at 9:35 a.m.






2. Be sure to bring your Bible, a notebook, and pen or pencil.






3. Assigned homework should be done for the following class.


Class #1:  

“What is a Protestant Church?”



Outline:  Introduction to the class.  Preliminary questions.  Protestantism.




Homework:
Shishko, “What is a Protestant Church?”








Cummings, CONFESSING CHRIST (chapt. 1)








WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH,  I. 


Class #2: 

“Christian Faith”



Outline:  Your questions & review.  The Plan of Salvation.




Homework:
Miller,  HAVE YOU EVER WANTED A NEW LIFE?”








Cummings, CONFESSING CHRIST (chapts. 2,3)








WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH,  II-VI 

Class #3:

“The Reformed Faith” (pt. 1)



Outline:  Your questions & review.  “The Five Points of Calvinism”.




Homework:
Martin,  THE PRACTICAL IMPLICATIONS OF CALVINISM.








WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH,  VIII-XV

“The proper temperature of Christianity is red hot.”  Alexander Duff

Class #4:     

Question & Answer Session




Homework:
Cummings, THE COVENANT OF GRACE








WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH,  VII 

Class #5:   
“The Reformed Faith:  (pt. 2)



Outline:  “Covenant Theology”.  Your questions. .




Homework:
Cummings, CONFESSING CHRIST (chapt. 4)








WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH,  XVI-XX 

Class #6: 

“Living in Covenant With God”  (pt. 1)



Outline:  Individual privileges & responsibilities..  Your questions. .




Homework:
Cummings, CONFESSING CHRIST (chapts. 5,6)








WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH,  XXI-XXIX 

Class #7: 

“Living in Covenant With God”  (pt. 2)



Outline:  Corporate privileges & responsibilities..  Your questions. .




Homework:
DeWitt,  WHAT IS THE REFORMED FAITH?


Class #8:  

“The Issue of Infant Baptism”



Outline:  The case for infant baptism.  Your questions. .




Homework:
Schaeffer,   BAPTISM. 


Class #9:     

Question & Answer Session




Homework:
Cummings, CONFESSING CHRIST (pps. 45-47)








Wray, THE IMPORTANCE OF THE LOCAL CHURCH








Scripture portions:  I Timothy 3;  Titus 1:1-9;  I Peter 5:1-5; 

I Thessalonians 5:12,13;  Hebrews 13:17;  Acts 6:1-7. 


Class #10:

“Presbyterian Church Polity (Government)” (pt. 1)

Outline:  Church office.  Elders & Deacons.  Your questions. .




Homework:
WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH,  XXX, XXXI








Scripture portion:  Acts 15


Class #11:

“Presbyterian Church Polity (Government)” (pt. 2)

Outline:  Presbytery.  General Assembly.  The OPC.  Your questions. 




Homework:
WHAT IS THE OPC?  


Class #12:

“Local Church Membership”

Outline:  The OPC, Franklin Square. Privileges & responsibilities of church membership.  




Homework:
Cummings, CONFESSING CHRIST  (chapt. 7)








Still, “Thirty Eight Years at Gilcomston” 








Wray, BIBLICAL CHURCH DISCIPLINE








WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH,  XXXII,  XXXIII








Membership questions (handout)

“A holy church is an awful weapon in the hand of God.”  C. H. Spurgeon 
