SOME QUESTIONS TO USE IN CERTIFYING MEN FOR 

CHURCH OFFICE, cf. FG XXV:4

1.  Do you earnestly desire the office of elder/deacon, cf. I Timothy 3:1, “This is a faithful saying: If a man desires the position of a bishop, he desires a good work.”?
2. Fully recognizing that none of us is perfect, can you say honestly before God and man that you possess the marks of an elder/deacon as given in I Timothy 3?

For Elder Candidates:   A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, temperate, sober-minded, of good behavior, hospitable, able to teach;  not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, but gentle, not quarrelsome, not covetous; one who rules his own house well, having his children in submission with all reverence (for if a man does not know how to rule his own house, how will he take care of the church of God?); not a novice, lest being puffed up with pride he fall into the same condemnation as the devil. Moreover he must have a good testimony among those who are outside, lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.

For Deacon Candidates:  Likewise deacons must be reverent, not double-tongued, not given to much wine, not greedy for money, holding the mystery of the faith with a pure conscience.  But let these also first be tested; then let them serve as deacons, being found blameless. Likewise their wives must be reverent, not slanderers, temperate, faithful in all things. Let deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their own houses well.

NOTE:  You may want to ask specific questions based on the above qualifications. 

3. Is your wife supportive of your desire to serve in church office?  Does she manifest the marks of a woman who is the wife of an officer? i.e. Likewise their wives must be reverent, not slanderers, temperate, faithful in all things.

4. Are you willing to organize your schedule so that you can and will be present for officer meetings as well as for the public meetings of the church?

5. Do you believe you have been sufficiently trained so that you can assume the office of elder/ deacon if you are called out by this congregation?

6. Have you read the doctrinal standards of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, i.e. the Westminster Confession of Faith and the Larger and Shorter Catechisms?  Do you have any exceptions to any of these standards?

7. Can you conscientiously take the following vows if called to serve as a church officer:  

(1) Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, the only infallible rule of faith and practice?

(2) Do you sincerely receive and adopt the Confession of Faith and Catechisms of this Church, as containing the system of doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptures?

(3) Do you approve of the government, discipline, and worship of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church?

(4) Do you promise to seek the purity, the peace, and the unity of the church?

(5) Do you accept the office of  ruling elder/deacon in this congregation and promise, in reliance on the grace of God, faithfully to perform all the duties thereof?

8. Are there any questions about what would be expected of you should you be called to serve as a church officer in this congregation?

